
 ●  Study-related: Colossians 1
    Col. 2 will be our focal text, today we 

read the context before it.
●  Psalms 23  &  Proverbs 7:6-27

●  Study-related: Colossians 2
                                     Our focal text on 

“The Appearance of Godliness”.
●  Psalm  24  &  Proverbs 8:1-11

●  Study-related:Colossians 3
                       Reading the context 

following our focal text
●  Psalm 25  &  Proverbs 8:12-21

●  Study-related:Colossians 4                
                            Finishing the context of 

our focal text.
●  Psalm 26  &  Proverbs 8:22-36

●  Study Related: 2 Corinthians 10
Paul's dealings with false teachers

●  Psalm 27 & Proverbs 9:1-6

●  Study Related: 2 Corinthians 11
Paul continues dealing

●  with false teachers
●  Psalm 28 & Proverbs 9:7-12
 

●  Study Related: 2 Corinthians 12
Paul's “WOW experience” 

and his response to it
●  Psalm 29 & Proverbs 9:13-18

JANUARY 24, 2010

The following readings will help you get into God's Word.
The “Study-Related” readings are tied to 

next week's sermon study.  
The other readings are to help us 

go through the Bible in a broader way.

. . . for I have learned 
in whatever situation I am 

to be content. to be content. to be content. to be content. 
I know how to be brought low, 
and I know how to abound. 
In any and every circumstance, 
I have learned the secret 
of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need.  
I can do all things I can do all things I can do all things I can do all things 

through Him who strengthens me.through Him who strengthens me.through Him who strengthens me.through Him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:11b-13 ESV

“Pretending to be Mature” makes false teachers so very 
dangerous.  To sniff out these imposters, who are “deceitful 
workmen,” we need to know their “scent.”  

Like foxes who are put in charge of the hen house, these 
predators disguise themselves.  But their real love comes out 
over time.  Instead of loving God and loving His people, they 
love money and merely use people.

As we examine the biometrics of these posers, we also want 
to ask the Spirit to help us examine ourselves to make sure 
that the love of money has not taken hold of our hearts.  

May the Lord grant us the deep peace of true contentment.
                                       - Gerhard deBock

. . . for I have learned 
in whatever situation I am 

to be content. to be content. to be content. to be content. 
I know how to be brought low, 
and I know how to abound. 
In any and every circumstance, 
I have learned the secret 
of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need.  
I can do all things I can do all things I can do all things I can do all things 

through Him who strengthens me.through Him who strengthens me.through Him who strengthens me.through Him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:11b-13 ESV
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USE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS TO HELP YOU AND YOUR 

FAMILY/SMALL GROUP TAKE HOME TODAY'S MESSAGE

1) What are the ways in which you've heard and seen 
taught that being godly (or doing godly things) will 
result in health and wealth?  

2)  Contentment is powerful and reflects a deep peace 
within our souls.  What/who do you seek to find that 
peace deep within?  When have you sought to “buy” 
that feeling through material things?  

3) Have you ever “desired to be rich?”  What 
temptations, snares, and senseless & harmful desires 
did you fall into?  If you think you did not fall into 
these, are you saying that there is a way to desire to 
be rich and still be OK?

4)  How is the love of money a craving?  Why does it 
lead us away from the faith?  

5)  Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19.  Would a false teacher 
speak this way to rich people?  Why or why not?  How 
do these instructions help us escape from the love of 
money?

6)   How do you reconcile what we've studied this week 
and the passages of Scripture such as 1 Timothy 5:17-
18 that tell us it is OK and right to pay our elders?

7)   In your ministry to others, is there any whiff of 
“fox” that people might be picking up on?  Ask the 
Spirit to show you any way that you might bring more 
honor to Jesus in how you do your ministry.

godliness with contentment, 
        7for we brought nothing into      

      the world, 

      and we cannot take anything    

      out of the world. 
         8But if we have food and           

      clothing, 

      with these we will be content. 
9But those who desire to be rich 

fall into temptation,

       into a snare,

       into many senseless 

       and harmful desires 

             that plunge people into     

             ruin and destruction.
10For the love of money is 

a root of all kinds of evils. 

        It is through this craving that 

        some have wandered away 

             from the faith 

       and pierced themselves 

            with many pangs.
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We should smell a fox when . . .

        Fees are ________
        Work ethics are only _________
        Messages __________
        Conflict of Interests are __________

STUDY GUIDE

AVAILABLE
Gerhard's 8 session, self-directed 

Bible Study on the Principles &
Practices of Finances can be downloaded

at www.trinityinfo.org
or requested from the office 




