BEING STEWARDS OF GOD’S MONEY
Principles & Practices: Practice One

Before we begin our study of the
PRACTICES of Biblical financial

STEWARDSHIP stewardship, we would be wise to
review the PRINCIPLES behind

them.

CONTENTMENT This ties to the X-Fhanged l:ife

concepts of renewing our mind
with the right PRINCIPLES and
putting off the wrong practices
while we put on the godly ones.
SELF-CONTROL d i

In a sense, the PRACTICES will
help us with our canoe paddling
techniques. But it is the
GENEROSITY PRINCIPLES that help us make
sure that we are on the right
river!
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The first PRACTICE follows out of the first PRINCIPLE. In lesson one we learned about
STEWARDSHIP. There were three supporting truths we found in the Scriptures that under
gird this PRINCIPLE. The following summary “arrow” will help us recall these insights.
Try to answer the question and figure out what the missing word is. The answers are

upside down on the bottom of this page.

The first one answers, “To Whom does everything belong?” or “Who is the Owner of all

things?” The second truth speaks of what will happen on the judgment day (remember,
for followers of Christ this is NOT about salvation). Third, what will be given to those
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who are faithful stewards (managers) of that to which they have been entrusted‘7

It is all

There will be an .

There will be
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Based on this first PRINCIPLE and its supporting biblical truths, we can summarize the
first PRACTICE in the phrase “eternity-focused.” Because Jesus is King and I have
chosen to be His servant, I must practice being eternity focused as I deal with money and
possessions.

Which of the supporting truths, that we just looked at, would lend credence to the
statement, “I can’t take it with me, so I’ll send it on ahead”?

ETERNITY-FOCUSED

This practice of being “Eternity-focused” can seem vague. So let’s try to be more specific
and bring it down to the level of our daily lives. First, a person who lives with this kind of
focus is someone who actively acknowledges that “All I ‘own’ belongs to God.”

it in front of a witness.

1 hereby acknowledge God’s ownership of me & all “My” money & possessions,
In addition to everything else I have ever imagined belonged to me,
including my family & loved ones.

Jesus is my King & as His servant I will gratefully enjoy what He intends for me to keep
& faithfully distribute what He intends to go elsewhere. [ will earnestly seek Him
regarding His wishes for the investment of His assets to further His kingdom
for His glory.

In doing so I realize I will surrender certain temporary earthly treasures
but in exchange I will gain eternal treasures, eternal perspective,
all the while reducing my anxiety.
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The second specific application that is part of PRACTICE one is captured in the phrase, “I
want to send it on ahead.” From the context of the passage above, how do we know that
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Jesus is referring to money when He tells us to “lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven”?
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The third specific application is reflected in the statement, “I will seek to be faithful.” As
stewards of God’s resources, we will be held accountable for our faithfulness. From the
passage above, what does this faithfulness include?
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In addition to honest work, not stealing, and being willing to share, Paul adds to this list in
his instructions regarding widows in 1 Timothy. According to verse 8, what is impossible
for me to say if I will not provide for my family?

The fourth specific application will require more study. It can be summarized by the
affirmation, “I will honor God with the tithe.” The idea of “tithing” can be controversial
among believers. The fundamental question is whether it is still a directive with
application to New Covenant believers. Let’s study the Scriptures before we make our
conclusions.
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As we begin a study of tithing, we focus first on some definitions.
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This incident is referred to in the New Testament as well.
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The point in Hebrews is about Christ’s superiority to the Levitical priesthood. But
instructive for us is the definition of “tithe” (see verse 9). How much was a tithe?
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If you have the opportunity, do a concordance study of “tithe” to read all the passages
associated with this concept. One thing that is important for us to see is that the Israelite
did not just give 10%. In actuality, they gave more. In the Numbers 18 text above, how
was this tithe to be used?
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This tithe provided for the sacred festival, and some think it is a second tithe. So what
percentage of income are we at so far?

Biblical Practices & Principles of Stewardship
Lesson 5 - Page 4




s 4

“ #%$ S $ 1S | #1$7$ 11 .
" 1$ ; 5% & 1! "$ % 3% 1 1&
Al$ $& # $ & & $ 5 & 1

# & 5% 1$3 ! $(# 1$ |

This third tithe only takes place every how many years? What would that make as the
total annual percentage?
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d ,
are bemg quite r llglous But he says they are robbing God. How so?

Since Malachi uses the idea of “robbing God,” what does he imply about to Whom the
tithes belonged?

This still does not answer whether the tithe is mandatory for today since these passages
were dlrected t the people of the nation of Israel. Yet we can see that there was a clear
el
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Another word that we need to define is “firstfruits.” From these texts we see that we
should honor the Lord with them. What would make giving God the first of the harvest
such a challenge (if your were not being ETERNITY-FOCUSED)?
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The last definition we need is for “freewill offerings.” In a sense, these are offerings that
respond to “giving as you are led.” They are beyond what God “expects.” There are two
great examples of such offerings - during the building of the tabernacle and then later the
temple.
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If Moses could say “enough” then it is clear that these “freewill offerings” did / did not
(circle one) belong to God (in the sense we saw in Malachi)?
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What can we learn from King David’s challenge to others in offering “willingly”?
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We have worked through basic definitions for tithing, firstfruits, and freewill offerings. But
the question remains, “Should we tithe today?” Is there any value in such a practice for
believers living under the new covenant? Let’s see.

According the the passage above, what was the outcome that God wanted when He
instituted the tithe? That is, what were the people to learn?
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We just looked at this passage in its broader context. But from this specific verse, it seems
to be that the tithe can help us learn to trust God’s promises of provision. Do we still need
encouragement to that end today?
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Some Christians emphasize the continuity and others the discontinuity under the Old and
New Covenants. This certainly impacts one’s study of tithing. Yet, Randy Alcorn
challenges us to think that even as the Law acts like a tutor or guardian, leading us to
Christ. So, perhaps, does the law of tithing give us “training-wheels for the grace of
giving.”
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In addition to the three values that we have seen for tithing, we also have this affirmation
from Christ. Does He repudiate tithing? If not, what does He do?
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS. The irst Q is whether or not t1th1ng promotes
legalism? This question is often compllcated by a mls-understandmg of what legalism
reau‘y‘ iS l. ne enure letter 10 I!le ualatians uerenus our uuert‘y m \..Ill'lS[ Du( I!le iSSue was
not whether there were specifics we should or should not follow (there are numerous
examples of these in this letter). Rather, legalism is that “religious principle” that says we

must keep the rules in order to be justified (put in right standing with God). If anyone

thinks that givineg God 10% of our income malkes ug richt with Him then thev are legalists
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Professing Christians in the USA only give on average about 2.5% of their income to the
Lord’s work. Do you think we should be doing at least under grace what we would have

been required to do under the Law? Why or why not?
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A relates to, “Whom should I pay my tithe to?” Clearly in Malachi’s day it was

into the “storehouse” of the Temple (remember that much of the tithe would have been
agricultural products). Some would want to carry this over to our day and say that the
local church is now the storehouse. Is there any warrant for that within the text?

R "$ 0 &#S $ $# $!
R R N " C# &
$ ! 1 * LR & 1 "8 $
1" # 11$ ' & 5% & % #:"$1& ° #
1 n C# *

If we reject “storehouse tithing,” then we might be tempted to just tithe to ourselves and
to the discretion of our desires in doing what we deem is the “Lord’s work.” What is the
example given to us in Barnabas’ giving?
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